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Part |

m¥»7 ovv: The meaning behind the mitzvah

Instructions

READ THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO AND TRY TO HELP THEM SOLVE THEIR PROBLEM.

Joey and Mike are chevrusas. They’ve been learning together for several years, ever since they
met at Camp Sports. Every evening they meet up at a shul in their neighborhood and delve into
delicious Torah learning. Joey has recently been doubting Mike’s commitment to their friendship.
Mike politely reminds Joey about all the nice things he’s done for him over the years- the rides to
the shul, the Shabbos meals, etc. Joey admits that he knows in his mind that Mike’s a great friend,
but that he has trouble remembering all those acts of kindness when he’s so pre-occupied with his
busy schedule. What can Joey do to help reinvigorate his trust in Mike’s commitment to their

friendship? What does this have to do with Sukkos?

I What you need to know!

INSTRUCTIONS

READ AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. AFTERWARDS, SCAN THE ICON BELOW.

‘ Why does the Torah tell us to sit in the Sukkah?

Vayikra 23:42-43

You should dwell in a sukkah for 7 days, every
member of the Jewish people should live in sukkahs.
So that your children will know that Bnei Yisrael
dwelled in sukkahs when I took them out from Egypt.
I am Hashem your G-d.
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What do we commemorate with the Sukkah?

Sukkah 11b

The Torah had said- “Because Bnei Yisrael
dwelled in sukkahs.” Rabbi Eliezer says that
means they dwelled in the clouds of glory.
Rabbi Akiva says that means they dwelled in
actual sukkahs.

Why is Sukkos celebrated in the fall?
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Tur (Siman 625)

Even though we left Egypt in the month of Nissan,
Hashem did not command us to make sukkahs in the
month of Nissan because that is the normal time for
people to go outside to sit in huts for shade. Since it
would not be recognizable that we were sitting in
sukkahs for a mitzvah, Hashem commanded us to sit
in the sukkah in Tishrei which is the beginning of the
rainy season and it is normal for people to leave their
huts and go back into their house. So, we go from
our houses to our sukkahs to show that we are sitting
in sukkahs because Hashem told us to do so.
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What lesson can we internalize by performing the mitzvah of Sukkah?

Horeb Ch. 30 (pp. 124-27)

The festival of Sukkos is dedicated to the physical preservation
of Israel by G-d...Leave your sound and solid house; dwell under the
sparse ceiling of foliage, and learn its lesson: Hashem, your G-d,
caused your ancestors to dwell in booths for forty years, when He led
them out of Egypt; and He sustained them in their booths and so
revealed Himself as the Divine Providence Who sustains all.

You will become aware of [the] fact: it is neither riches nor
property- and certainly not man’s talents of which he is so proud- that
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are gods who make his life more secure. It is G-d alone Who sustains even in booths those who
surrender themselves to Him in complete faithfulness. Remember then to thank G-d alone for your
wealth, your distinction, your treasures, for you possess these only so long as G-d wills it...So you
will learn not to be a slave to your wealth and not to be led away from G-d.

...Learn the lesson: G-d sustained your forefathers in the
wilderness in booths. That same G-d still lives and He is your G-d,
and as the twinkling of the stars shines through the roof of foliage
so does He with His watchful eye embrace you in loving
kindness...Did not your forefathers who were nourished by manna
learn in their booths that man cannot live his life by man-made
means, his life is governed by every dictum of G-d...Learn to have
faith in G-d Who sustains even in booths and in the wilderness.

The sukkah (i.e. 720) should therefore represent both a shelter bearing no trace that it
exists by the artificial design of man and a dwelling that you have taken for yourself not
haphazardly but [as your real dwelling place]. These two concepts, (1) the absence of man-made
design, the incidental character of the shelter itself (°"N7Y n7°7) and (2) your [genuine dwelling in it]
(1170 P¥3) are the two fundamental principles which govern both the building of the sukkah and
your duty to live in it.

I You think you know what you’re talking about: prove it!

Instructions

SCAN THIS CODE TO COMPLETE A GOOGLE SURVEY. THIS WILL COUNT TOWARD THE CAMP WIDE COMPETITION.




Part I1

72007 2017 Sukkah Walls

Wall

Instructions

READ THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO AND TRY TO UNLOCK THE MYSTERY. READ THE SOURCES TO ASSIST YOU IN YOUR DETECTIVE WORK.

After Joey and Mike had spent the most amazing month at Camp Sports, they both spent a couple of
weeks hanging out with a carpenter in his wood shop. They had really gotten into their learning while
at camp and wanted to use their time with the carpenter to learn how to build the most amazing sukkah.
When Sukkos finally rolled around they constructed a 4 walled sukkah with a door and a lock. The
schach was secured on tightly. Much to their dismay, after the Chol HaMoed trip to Six Flags, they
returned to see that everything they left in the sukkah had been stolen, yet they couldn’t find any signs
of forced entry. Can you explain what happened?

I What you need to know!

Instructions

READ AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING SOURCES. YOU WILL NEED TO USE THIS INFORMATION FOR THE CAMP WIDE COMPETITION.

‘ Wall Materials

Any type of material is kosher to be used as the wall

of the sukkah, even if it did not grow from the ground,

like hides of an animal, or something that is R 9372 3, Mo T2 DIWI 073777 23
susceptible to becoming tame (impure), like sheets JNDID ’73/7/:?/7 927 127 MY 110 Y292 D17
and utensils. As long as it is able to withstand a o1 73’737, 0590 19712 NX1°D) P70 11D

normal wind, then it is kosher to be used as the wall

for the sukkah. Even if there are gaps in the wall and 139D D73 12D, T 11172 TIIYY

there is more sun than shade coming through the L WS, N 5% 721790 7007 1908 7297
walls, it is still kosher, because all these concepts N s N

only make the schach pasul (invalid) not the walls. 2Y32 170N 1. 7202 NON 2010 1PN 717 20w
Even if you made the walls out of animals or by XD WD DTN 22 TOYW 1908, 0077
having people stand as the walls- it would still be

kosher.
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How many walls

Ideally, the best way to build a sukkah is with 4
complete walls. However, if you made a sukkah with
only 2 complete walls and the 3" wall was 7 tefachim
long without lavud (see below)- it is still kosher.
Since there are many complicated laws regarding a
sukkah without complete walls, therefore, the minhag
(custom) is to make a sukkah with only complete
walls (and to not use the various concepts that will be
discussed). However, if someone does not have
enough materials to make 4 walls, it is better to make
3 complete walls instead of 4 incomplete walls.

NROT T AWY'W 1NN A NIXNI

2 77 N7 WY DX DIZR 7201 NIty
X712 0'NO0 T 7w 91T W' N'w7wal NNNOT
/Y2 02T N2N W'Y 1971 .[Qwd] TIA?
720 ['XI NIN'?Y [1'XY NIOTN N
NIX'NA NIYY7 1A [271, NT2 |'X'j72

, NIX'NAT7 DY 'TD 17 'RY NI NIN'7Y
V2IXN NIN'?Y NIX'NA W2 NUYY Q'TY
JNIN'7Y 1XY

720

Selection from the Vilna Gaon: P Emor
They asked the Vilna Gaon, from where do
Chazal know that a sukkah of 2 proper
walls and a 3" of merely a NoU (tefach) is
permissible? He answered that the shape
of the 3 letters in the word n20 (sukkah)
hint to this. The ideal way is to make it
like a 'o with 4 walls, but if one does not
have enough materials, he can make it like
a D> with 3 walls. If he doesn’t even have
enough for this, it’s enough to make it the
shape of ‘N, meaning 2 walls and the third
a nov (tefach).

‘ Size: Height and Length

&
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The height of the walls must be at least 10 tefachim
from the ground. The dimensions of the sukkah must
be at least 7 tefachim by 7 tefachim because that is
the amount of space needed to contain an average
person’s body, his head and a table to eat on. You
can make the sukkah as big (length and width) as you
want as long as the height of the sukkah is not more
than 20 amos.
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‘ 713% (Lavud)

The walls must be at least 10 tefachim tall. If you
don’t have enough material to make a solid wall of DONY. VP27 1 D170 P mimd PN, NIDTT 7an
10 tefachim high, then you should place some boards 27O "3 MDD, T 55 037121 2°703 15 PN

(or any material) within 3 tefachim of the ground and Y , , b
the next board within 3 tefachim from the previous , 7207 20 D700 A2 M753 N Vjp7j72 7120

board until you get to 10 tefachim high, this way your 2700 1 D7 N L ON DN, 725 JPIDNT

sukkah has a complete halachic wall. However, if STI2N XY T, 2109, 77277 05710 190N
there is more than 3 tefachim of space without any
boards, then your wall is pasul (invalid) .

I You think you know what you are talking about?!? Prove it!

Instructions

THE PICTURES BELOW REPRESENT A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF A SUKKAH’S WALL. DISCUSS WHAT IS THE STATUS OF EACH SUKKAH (KOSHER OR
NOT). EXPLAIN WHY AND HOW THE STATUS WOULD CHANGE AS THE SIZE OF THE LINES AND OPEN SPACES GETS BIGGER OR SMALLER.
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Part 111

750: Schach

Instructions

READ AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO. BEFORE READING THE SOURCES, HOW MANY PROBLEMS IN THE KASHRUS OF THIS SUKKAH
CAN YOU THINK OF? ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER, WRITE THEM DOWN (AND EXPLAIN HOW EACH IS A PROBLEM). AFTER READING THE
SOURCES BELOW (P. 8-10), GO BACK TO FIND HOW MANY ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS YOU HAVE FOUND AND WRITE (AND EXPLAIN) THEM IN A
SEPARATE COLUMN. THIS WILL COUNT FOR BONUS POINTS IN THE COMPETITION.

Joey and Mike had tried to convince their friend Rocky to join them at Camp Sports, but he never
joined them for the amazing summers they had. When Rocky went off to college, he struggled to
find a way to learn more about Judaism and didn’t really know how to do mitzvos properly. When
Sukkos rolled around his freshmen year, Rocky remembered that his buddies, Joey and Mike,
really loved building a sukkah, so he decided to make his own. Rocky took his bed and propped it
up on his dresser on one side and on his desk on the other side and put his mattress on the floor of
his dorm room. He remembered how Joey and Mike felt a real closeness to G-d when they could
see the stars from their sukkah, so Rocky bought glow in the dark star stickers and put them on the
ceiling of his dorm room, which he could see through the metal springs that normally hold up his
mattress. Rocky wasn’t sure what all the fun was about, but he still hung out in his sukkah all
week long.

I What you need to know!

Instructions

READ AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING SOURCES. YOU WILL NEED TO USE THIS INFORMATION FOR THE CAMP WIDE COMPETITION.

‘ Which materials are kosher for 7507

Six (6) things disqualify the schach: 1) something
susceptible to tumah (impurity), 2) something that did L SINDID 92907 927 (N, 7002 2°9010 02937 WY

not grow from the ground, 3) something that is 5 59
currently attached to the ground, 4) if the schach nan (7' 720772 (J' VNI ]2 e PNY (J

allows more sun than shade into the sukkah, 5) if the 2907 (0. NVT 10 N2 TWYN (7. IN2%D 7209

schach is put up before the walls, 6) if the schach is CTION
above 20 amos. (I amah= 6 tefachim)
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How much 750 do you need?

1t is called “schach” because it protects someone
from the sun, therefore, there must be enough schach
covering the sukkah, so that inside the sukkah there is
more shade than sun. And if there is more sun than
shade inside the sukkah- then the sukkah is pasul,
because we view it as if there is no schach at all.
Ideally, at night the schach should be thin enough so
that you can see big stars through it. Nevertheless, if
the schach was thick, like a house and you could not
see the stars through it, the sukkah is still kosher.
However, if the schach was so thick that when there
was heavy rain, the sukkah still stayed dry- then the
sukkah would be like a house and it would be pasul.

9%8: Air Space
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Sun & Shade

If you have more than 3 tefachim of air space in
between the schach, whether the sukkah is big or
small, whether the air space is in the middle of the
sukkah or on the side, it is a problem. If the air space
is less than 3 tefachim then the sukkah is kosher and
the air space helps complete the sukkah. However,
you should not sleep under the air space only under
actual schach. If you have 3 tefachim of air space, in
1 spot, and it does not split up the sukkah- meaning
the split is not running down the length of the sukkah,
the sukkah is kosher, however, you cannot sleep
under that spot. However, if the air space splits up
the sukkah- meaning you have a 3 tefachim wide strip
of air space down the middle of the sukkah- and 1
side is not big enough to be a kosher sukkah by itself-
then that area is pasul.
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5105: Non-Kosher 750

If there is pasul schach in the middle of the sukkah
which is less than 4 tefachim wide, then it is batel
(nullified) to the kosher schach and the sukkah is
kosher, and you can even sit under the pasul schach.
This is only true in a large sukkah where there is at
least 7 tefachim by 7 tefachim in addition to the
schach pasul.

7D N7 DN, 79107 Y¥IN2 [2100 700 v ON]
790 592 970 89 70 2% Ywa, ponovw "7
DN PO 2L ) TR 7200 2109

72 YW 72172 72903, 2PN 2°727 703 91057
200w 't oy porow 't 9100 70077 Yy 0

7278 1917: Bending the walls

If the schach against the wall of the sukkah is pasul-
even if it runs the entire length of the wall- if the
pasul schach ends within 4 amos of the wall- the
sukkah is still kosher because we have a halachic
principle that Moshe got from Hashem on Har Sinai
called “dofen akuma.” This means we view the
sukkah as if the wall is bent onto the top of the
sukkah and the pasul schach is considered to be part
of the the wall. There is a debate amongst poskim if
we apply dofen akuma only when the walls reach all
the way up to the schach or even if the walls don t.
This is true even if pasul schach is next to all 4 walls-
the sukkah is kosher, as long as there is kosher
schach which constitutes at least the minimum sized
sukkah (i.e. 7x7). However, if the schach pasul along
the walls extends to 4 amos (and beyond), we do not
apply dofen akuma and the sukkah is not kosher. This
is because we view it as having no walls since the
walls are not close enough to the kosher schach.
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I You think you know what you’re talking about?!? Prove it!

Instructions

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.
1. Look back at the scenario on p. 8, and write down on your piece of paper any additional

problems in the kashrus of the “sukkah.”

2. Why is it that the 700 cannot be man-made (think back to the video)?

3. The pictures below represent a bird’s eye view of a sukkah’s 720. Discuss what is the
status of each sukkah (kosher or not). Explain why and how the status would change as
the size of the problematic 720 increases and/or decreases. (White = air space, Red = schach

pasul)
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Part IV

71210 n2°w: Living in the sukkah

Instructions

DIScuUss THE FOLLOWING FOR NO MORE THAN THREE (3) MINUTES.

When you first got to camp and were getting settled into your room, what is
the first thing you did to make it feel like “home”? If you were making a
sukkah, would you do that same thing first or something else?

I What you need to know!

Instructions

READ AND DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING SOURCES. YOU WILL NEED TO USE THIS INFORMATION IN ORDER TO EAT THE BAG OF TREATS YOUR
ADVISOR WILL BE GETTING.

‘ Main dwelling

The Torah says you should dwell in a sukkah for 7 W), D0 YW 12w M0 (38 23 X)) 200

days- it cannot mean sit there for 7 days straight,
rather the Torah means live in your sukkah for these 170 oM 753/7 NON, Wop 120 V077 TN

7 days as you live in your house during the rest of 17°22 97 102 ;72102 M7 770 TN, 113702
the year. Your main dwelling should be in the 7732 0°12°1 ;72102 07°T 2°Y 7INY, I 502
sukkah- you bring your nice dishes into the sukkah, 79003 121 AL SN, MINI MIVID DT P93
and bed and you eat, drink, sleep, wonder around

and learn in the sukkah. And when you talk to your 7377, 17°277 DY ID0BWI). 772 T2 72 2700
friend do it in the sukkah. The point is- your sukkah DAY 77N AN0AY, 937 PW 1270, 79003 717
should be considered your home. 5 107075
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What's called 77°7

One should not sleep outside the sukkah, even a
nap. However, one is allowed to have a snack
outside the sukkah, even a small amount of
bread. So too one may drink water and small
amounts of wine outside the sukkah. Fruit, even
if it is treated as a meal, can be eaten outside the
sukkah because that is not called a meal for
halachic purposes. This is only the basic
halacha. If someone wants to be stringent and
not even drink water out of the sukkah then he
deserves praise. If you have a food that is made
out of the five grains and you treat it as a meal
then you have to eat it in the sukkah. Similarly,
meat and fish if you eat more than an eggs worth
and you treat it as a meal you should be sure to
eat it in the sukkah.

g
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Why meikel on sleeping

That which people do not always sleep in the sukkah,
some poskim say that’s because it is too cold outside
and it is too painful, so we are exempt.
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Learning

You should learn Torah in the sukkah. However, if
you cannot concentrate on your learning then you
can learn in your house, but if you can concentrate
then you should learn in the sukkah. If it is a big
inconvenience to bring all of your books into the
sukkah, then maybe you are exempt from learning in
the sukkah. However, if you could leave your books
in the sukkah for the entire Sukkos then there is no
inconvenience and you have to bring them to the
sukkah.

POV DAY VT PN ON). 72102 T NP
7009, 997 1803 DaN. 1223 7015, 719102
%790 N°2772 27 10 )0 w2 ON). 779702

D75 9120 8. IWDT IWON, 172107 72797
SR I T PNT, 207, 2T 90 o

Rain

Since dwelling in your sukkah has to be like how you
live in your house, if it starts raining and it bothers
you enough that if there was a leak into your house
you would move to another room, then you are
allowed to leave the sukkah. Additionally, if there
was enough rain coming in that it would ruin your
food, even if you were not eating at that time you are
allowed to eat in your house. However, this is only
talking about eating in the sukkah, but with regard to
sleeping in the sukkah, even if there are a few drops
of rain, then that is painful and you are allowed to go
back into your house.

IN2'Y' 112 NI'N7 2N 12102 INA'Y'Y [I'D
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I You think you know what you’re talking about?!? Prove it!!

Instructions

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ENJOY THE GOODY BAG!

1. Why were Rabbi Chaim Ozer’s guests surprised to see the elderly rabbi join them in the
cold Lithuanian sukkah? (This is not a rabbi joke- it’s a real story!)

2. Which of the foods in this goody bag would be required to be eaten in the sukkah and
which not? Which should ideally be eaten in the sukkah?
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